






Politics within the School of Social Sciences is one of the largest such
discipline areas in the country. We offer you a choice of eight different
undergraduate degree courses involving the study of politics either on its
own, or in combination with other subjects, such as economics, sociology,
history, European foreign languages, philosophy, or law.

Within our courses, you will find available
an unusually wide selection of politics
course units, covering every branch of the
subject and almost every area of the world.

The study of politics entails five
intersecting realms: area studies,
comparative politics and political
behaviour; international relations;
political theory; and policy-making. At
The University of Manchester, we have
internationally recognised experts
working in all these areas of politics. We
have a long tradition of teaching the
subject for over 50 years, even pre-dating
the creation of the Department of
Government in 1949. 

With some 40 academic political science
members of staff, we constitute the
largest unit of its kind in the country. We
can therefore offer a wide choice of units
in areas such as: British and American
politics; comparative European politics;
the European Union; political theory;
third world politics; international
relations; globalisation; gender; and
ethics. Our members of staff not only are
experienced university teachers, they also
lecture widely to sixth-form audiences,
and some are co-authors of the best-
selling Politics UK.

Manchester has a long-standing
reputation for teaching and research in
politics. As well as securing an excellent
result in the 2008 Research Assessment
Exercise, denoting international
excellence, the quality of our teaching
was also recognised when the
department received the highest possible
marks (24/24) for teaching quality in
2001. A degree from Manchester is
recognised as a mark of quality and our
external examiners frequently comment
on the high quality of our teaching and
the written work of our undergraduates. 

Study resources and facilities
As an undergraduate student within the
School of Social Sciences, you will have
access to an excellent range of resources
and facilities, including the University’s
world-class John Rylands Library, the third
largest academic library in the country;
the School’s Lewis Library, which houses
books and periodicals in support of
specific course units; and an extensive
range of up-to-date computing, word-
processing and internet facilities.

A further vital source of information in
general administrative matters and the
personal welfare of students is the
Undergraduate Support Office, which is
staffed by a team of full-time,
professional and highly efficient
administrators and secretaries. In many
respects, this is the hub of your degree
and will be the first place where you will
go to seek advice, obtain exam results,
make course changes, etc. The
Undergraduate Support Office houses
dedicated course staff, as well as the
administrators that support students and
teaching staff in the various subject
areas; they are responsible for organising
tutorial groups, collecting coursework
and distributing reading lists and other
teaching materials, and many other
functions. 

Close by is a coffee bar (Arthur’s Brew),
and the Arthur Lewis Resource Room, a
large common area. In the adjacent
Bridgeford Street building, there are
undergraduate computer clusters,
workstations in the Kantorowich Library,
and a newly refurbished common area.
Each building benefits from wireless
internet access.
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Politics and International Relations
BSocSc 3yrs
UCAS Code L200

BA(Hons) Philosophy and Politics
UCAS Code

BA(Hons) Law with Politics 
UCAS Code

Business Studies and Politics
BA(Econ) 3yrs
UCAS Code NL12

Development Studies and Politics
BA(Econ) 3yrs
UCAS Code LL92

Economics and Politics BA(Econ) 3yrs
UCAS Code LL12

Politics BA(Econ) 3yrs
UCAS Code L244

Politics and Criminology BA(Econ) 3yrs
UCAS Code LM29

Politics and Economic and Social
History BA(Econ) 3yrs
UCAS Code LV23

Politics, Philosophy and Economics
BA(Hons) 3yrs
UCAS Code LV25

typical offer

A-level: AAB-ABB
IB: 34-35

For full entry requirements, see:
www.manchester.ac.uk/ugcourses

Professional accreditation
We are affiliated to the European Consortium for

Political Research and are a corporate member of the

University Association for Contemporary European

Studies (UACES). 

We also play an active part in both the Political Studies

Association and the British International Studies

Association.

Teaching methods
A variety of teaching methods are used:
whole-class lectures; small group
tutorials; seminars for some course units
with small enrolments; and individual
supervision of independent projects, such
as the second-year extended essay and
final-year dissertation. 

Most undergraduate teaching consists of
a series of lectures, complemented by
small group tutorials that allow you to
develop ownership of the material
covered by means of their preparation
and active contribution, and therefore are
qualitatively different from whole-class
lectures. Also, tutorials enable you to
develop valuable oral communication
skills. To aid your intellectual
development, you receive feedback on
your written work and oral reports.

Mode of assessment
We employ a mixed mode of assessment:
exams, assessed essays and independent
projects, such as the second-year
extended essay and the final-year
dissertation. Both staff and students
concur that the extended essay and
dissertation provide you with a unique
opportunity to develop and demonstrate
the intellectual independence and
initiative that are highly valued by
prospective employers.

What does the study of politics
lead to?
The subject matter of a degree in politics
is obviously of enormous interest and
importance. It can prepare you for a wide
range of careers and our students have
been very successful in finding
employment. 

People graduating in politics have in the
past taken up careers in, among other
things, politics itself (both national and
local), central and local government,
public and private sector management,
teaching, law and journalism. 

Many employers are more interested in
the broad skills a graduate has developed
than they are in knowledge of a particular
subject. Analytic capacity and written and
oral communication qualify well in this
respect. The fact that Manchester
students will, to different extents, have
combined politics with other disciplines
increases the range of skills that they 
can offer.

Pages eight to 15 provide basic summary
information about the eight politics-
related undergraduate degree courses in
which the School of Social Sciences
participates. The core (or compulsory)
politics course units for each degree
course are listed, but you are advised
that these are subject to change. 

With the exception of European Studies
and Modern Languages, which lasts
four years, all the degree courses
normally take three years to complete.
You usually take 120 credits annually
and must have 360 credits to graduate
with an Honours degree. 

Each degree course has its own course
committee (or board of studies), course
director, system of personal tutoring and
student representation. In addition, all
degree courses, with the exception of
Combined Studies, require you to take
core (compulsory) course units and also
provide you with a choice of options.
Usually, there is greater use of core (or
compulsory) course units in year one and
much less compulsion in the final year.

You should be aware that entry is to the
specific degree course for which you
apply – you do not have an automatic
right to transfer between degree courses
once you have registered at the
University. Hence, you are strongly
advised to think carefully about the
nature of each degree course before you
apply, so that you choose the degree
course that best suits your academic
interests and your intellectual abilities.
Pay special attention to the structure of
the curriculum of the degree course, the
compulsory elements of a degree course,
and the degree of choice available.

You also have the opportunity to study
abroad for one semester (in your second
year of studies) at a partner university in
Europe, Australia, Canada, Hong Kong,
Singapore, or the USA. For more
information, visit the Study Abroad website:
www.manchester.ac.uk/
undergraduate/studyabroad
or email goabroad@manchester.ac.uk
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BSocSc (Hons)
Politics and
International
Relations 
The BSocSc (Politics and International
Relations) is a Single Honours specialist
degree course designed for those who
wish from the outset to specialise in the
study of politics and international
relations. The course has a planned
intake of around 50 students a year and
is constructed so as to enable you to
develop your interests and academic
capabilities through course units drawn
from six sub-areas. 

Level 1
You take core course units in
comparative politics, political theory and
international relations. In addition, a
compulsory course unit covers research
and study skills and culminates in a
group project. In your first year, you must
take 80 politics credits, but may take up
to 120.

Level 2
You continue to study the three core sub-
fields introduced in level one, write an
extended essay (or independent project)
of 5,000 to 6,000 words, on a topic of
your choosing, and have the opportunity
to take ‘gateway’ courses in four other
sub-fields: British politics, US politics,
policy-making and third world politics. 

A second-year student must take a
minimum of 80 politics credits, but may
take up to 120. 

Level 3
By your final year, you will have acquired
a background in political science that
prepares you for the whole range of
more specialised options offered, and for
the final-year dissertation on a topic of
your choosing. In addition to the double-
weighted (40-credit) dissertation, final-
year students take Contemporary Political
Analysis, which examines the
methodology of political science, and 60
optional credits in politics and
international relations. Hence, as a final-
year student, you may choose to
maintain a broad coverage of the topics
on offer, or to specialise in a particular
sub-field. Though not all may be
available in any one year, there are more
than 20 final-year politics course units
currently available.

Core politics course units:

Level 1 – Introduction to Comparative
Politics; Introduction to International
Politics; Introduction to Political Thought;
Research and Study Skills.

Level 2 – Freedom and Equality;
Globalisation OR Contemporary Theories
of International Politics; two European
politics course units from Comparative
European Politics, France under the Fifth
Republic, National Politics of Germany,
Mediterranean Politics, Comparative
Politics of East-Central Europe; and an
extended essay.

Level 3 – Contemporary Political
Analysis, and a 40-credit dissertation.

BA (Hons) Philosophy
and Politics
The Philosophy and Politics (Phil/Pol)
degree course recognises that moral
philosophy and political theory provide a
point of intersection between the
cognate disciplines of philosophy and
political science. While maintaining a
balance between philosophy and politics,
the course permits those third-year
students who wish to do so to weight
their work more towards one side of 
the degree. 

In your final year, you may maintain a
perfect balance between philosophy and
politics, or may elect to concentrate two-
thirds of your work in one discipline and
one-third in the other. There is a small
degree of choice in the first year, a
significant choice in the second year, and
even greater choice in the third. For the
first two years, you take course units
covering both normative political theory
and the empirical study of politics. On
the philosophy side, you take credits in
analytic philosophy for all three years.

Level 1
You take 60 core introductory philosophy
credits. You must take a course in Critical
Thinking; then you may choose from
courses in moral philosophy, theory of
knowledge, mind and language, and
introduction to logic. In addition, you
take three core introductory politics
course units: Comparative Politics,
Political Theory, and International
Relations. 

Level 2
You must take one of three analytic
philosophy course units; a further 20
credits from a range of philosophy
options; a course in contemporary
conceptual political philosophy entitled
Freedom and Equality; two ten-credit
course units in European politics (from a
choice of five); and another 20 credits in
either discipline. You also write an
extended essay of 5,000 to 6,000 words
in politics, on a topic of interest related
to your past or present studies. 

Level 3
From a wide range of final-year course
units, you must choose one of three
courses on analytic philosophy; a further
20 credits in philosophy; 40 credits in
politics; another 20 credits in either
philosophy or politics; and a dissertation
on a topic in either discipline.
Furthermore, you have the option of
choosing a 40-credit dissertation on the
politics side. 

Core politics course units:

Level 1 – Introduction to Comparative
Politics; Introduction to International
Politics; Introduction to Political Thought.

Level 2 – Freedom and Equality; two
European politics units from Comparative
European Politics, France under the Fifth
Republic, National Politics of Germany,
Mediterranean Politics, and Comparative
Politics of East-Central Europe.
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BA (Hons) Politics,
Philosophy and
Economics
The PPE degree is a three-year course
that does not require you to have studied
any of the subjects before. In each year,
you take 120 credits (normally six course
units) covering the essential elements of
each discipline.

Level 1
Your first year is introductory and your
studies are split equally across the three
disciplines. This is when you gain a
grounding in politics, philosophy and
economics, which enables you to
progress smoothly into your second year
and gives you the requisite knowledge to
make informed choices about your
studies in years two and three. 

In politics, you take two year-long course
units; one in Introduction to Political
Thought and one of your choice from
either Introduction to International
Politics, or Introduction to Comparative
Politics. You take three core philosophy
course units: Introduction to Theory of
Knowledge, Critical Thinking and
Introduction to Logic. Finally, in
economics, you take course units in
macro and micro-economics, supported
by maths and statistics courses, all of
which are tailored to your background. 

Level 2
The second year develops further your
understanding of philosophy, politics and
economics. Your studies are again split
equally across the three disciplines, but
with the added benefit that you can
begin to choose course units that reflect
your developing interests. Politics and
economics have required core course
units (in politics, you can take two of five
course units in Comparative European
Politics, or a course in Freedom and
Equality, while in economics you take
level two macro and micro-economics),
which you then supplement with a
further 20 credits of course units
(normally one extra unit) in each
discipline. In philosophy, you take 40
credits (two course units) from a range of
courses run by the Centre for Philosophy.

Level 3
The final year enables you to continue to
deepen your understanding of each of
the disciplines, while at the same time
pursuing your particular interests. In
addition to a course unit in each of
philosophy, politics and economics, you
write a final-year dissertation (of about
7,000 words) in one of the three
disciplines. You are then able to choose a
further 40 credits (normally two course
units, though up to four) from across the
three disciplines.

For further information, contact the BA
Econ Admissions Office, or visit the website.

BA Econ Admissions Office
The University of Manchester
Manchester
M13 9PL
United Kingdom

tel +44 (0)161 275 4470/2291/4748
fax +44 (0)161 275 4751
email baecon@manchester.ac.uk
www.manchester.ac.uk/socialsciences

BA (Economic and
Social Studies)
(Hons) Politics
Popularly known as BA (Econ), the BA
(Economic and Social Studies) degree
course is a multidisciplinary social science
degree course. With more than 260
course units on offer from ten subject
areas, you have the opportunity to study
exactly what you want to study. 

This large degree course takes more than
400 students annually. One of the main
reasons for the enduring popularity of
this unique degree course is that it puts
you in control. The coherence of the BA
(Econ) derives from a common first year
in which all students obtain a broad
introduction to the social sciences and
from either a single or joint specialisation
in the final year. This unique combination
of flexibility and coherence distinguishes
the BA (Economic and Social Studies)
from other degree courses.

At level one, you take credits in at least
three social sciences including: Politics
and Economics; either Quantitative
Methods or Qualitative Research
Methods; Introduction to Computer
Applications; and 30 optional credits,
including Introduction to Political
Thought. First-year students must also
take either Comparative Politics or
International Relations. 

A student who begins their degree with
an interest in politics can take up to 40
politics credits (including international
relations) in the first year, 80 politics
credits in the second year, and 120
credits in the final year. Illustrating the
flexibility of the BA (Econ) degree course,
you can pair the study of politics
(including international relations) with a
variety of social sciences: accounting,
economics, finance, sociology, social
anthropology, social policy, business
studies, development studies, or
economic history. Alternatively, you can
concentrate entirely on politics credits in
the final year. If you are interested in the
study of politics (including international
relations) with social sciences, or are
unsure of what you would like to study,
then the flexibility of the BA (Econ)
degree course should suit you.

Studying politics within the
multidisciplinary BA (Economic and Social
Studies) degree course should not be
confused with our specialist Single
Honours politics degree course – BsocSc
Politics and International Relations – nor
with Joint Honours degree courses, such
as Politics and Modern History (PMH), or
Philosophy and Politics (Phil/Pol). For
example, while a first-year BA (Economic
and Social Studies) student has to take
20 politics credits and may take 40
politics credits, our Single Honours
BSocSc Politics and International
Relations must take 80 politics credits
and may take 100 politics credits in the
first year. On the other hand, the
BA(Econ) degree course has a flexibility
that Single and Joint Honours degree
courses lack.

Core politics course units for joint politics
specialists:

Level 1 – Either Introduction to
Comparative Politics, or Introduction to
International Politics.

Level 1 or 2 – Introduction to Political
Thought.

Level 2 – Two European politics units
from the following: Comparative
European Politics, France under the Fifth
Republic, National Politics of Germany,
Mediterranean Politics, Comparative
Politics of East-Central Europe.

For further information, contact the BA
Econ Admissions Office, or visit the
website.

BA Econ Admissions Office
The University of Manchester
Manchester
M13 9PL
United Kingdom

tel +44 (0)161 275 4470/2291/4748
fax +44 (0)161 275 4751
email baecon@manchester.ac.uk
www.manchester.ac.uk/socialsciences
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BA(Hons) Politics
and Modern History 
The Politics and Modern History (PMH)
degree course ensures that you are
knowledgeable about comparative
politics, European politics, political theory
and modern history, and also provides
you with greater choice and increasing
opportunities for independent work from
year to year. The size, high standing and
broad range of each constituent
discipline combine to provide an
exceptional range of options from your
second year onwards. You are also
permitted to study a foreign language
throughout the degree course.

Level 1
You take: a course unit on the study of
politics and modern history that is jointly
taught by staff from the two disciplines;
core course units in the areas of modern
history, economic history, comparative
politics or international politics, and
political theory; and a sixth ‘free choice’
course unit. 

Level 2
You take further core credits in European
politics, political theory and modern
history, an optional course unit in History,
and a further option selected from those
available in either discipline’s level two
course unit menu. On the politics side,
you take Freedom and Equality (a
contemporary conceptual political
philosophy course unit) and 20 credits of
European politics from a range of ten-
credit course units. In the second year,
you also write an extended essay
(independent project) linked to one of
your course units; the extended essay can
be in either politics or history. 

Level 3
You choose course units from a wide
range of options in politics and history,
and write a double-weighted 40-credit
dissertation of 12,000 to 15,000 words
attached to one of them. The dissertation
may be in either politics or history. You
may maintain an even balance between
politics and modern history, or may take
as many as 100 credits in one discipline
and as few as 20 in the other. 

Core politics course units:

Level 1 – Introduction to Comparative
Politics, or Introduction to International
Politics, and Introduction to Political
Thought.

Level 2 – Freedom and Equality and 20
credits of European Politics from:
Comparative European Politics, France
Under the Fifth Republic, The National
Politics of Germany, Mediterranean
Politics and Comparative Politics of 
East-Central Europe.

For further information on this degree,
contact:

The Admissions Secretary
School of Arts, Histories and Cultures
The University of Manchester
Manchester
M13 9PL 

tel +44 (0)161 275 3107
email ug.hist@manchester.ac.uk

BA(Hons) Law 
with Politics 
This degree course with its law major and
politics minor focuses on the many links
between the study of law and politics.
The University of Manchester's expertise
makes it an especially good place to
study in this increasingly important field.
The law part of the degree course aims
to provide you with a solid and
comprehensive grounding in key legal
principles, as well as enabling you to
specialise in particular areas of interest in
later years. In politics, the aim is to
introduce you to leading approaches in
areas such as international relations and
European politics, as well as to key ideas
in political theory. Building on this
foundation, you are free to follow your
particular interests within the field of
politics in your second and third years. 

You have a choice as to whether you
wish to obtain a qualifying law degree
(QLD) as part of this degree course. This
exempts you from the Part I examinations
for the legal profession. This choice will
need to be made at the start of your
second year. A degree that qualifies for
exemption from the Part I examinations
for the legal profession must include
seven foundation subjects. All seven
subjects are available in this course. 

Level 1
In law, you study legal methods and
systems, contract law, criminal law and
law of tort; in politics, you take course
units in international politics and 
political theory. 

Level 2
Law units for the QLD cover public law,
equity and trusts, and land law. In
politics, you take either political theory or
comparative politics units and select an
option from among the range of politics
second-year course units.

Level 3
Your final year is focused around a law
and politics dissertation course unit
taught by law staff, which seeks to
integrate the different perspectives of the
two disciplines. In your final year, you also
have to take European Community Law if
you want to obtain a QLD. In addition,
you choose four optional course units:
two from law and two from politics.

Core politics course units:

Level 1 – Introduction to Political Theory
and Introduction to International
Relations.

Level 2 – Either Freedom and Equality, or
two units from the following:
Comparative European Politics, France
under the Fifth Republic, National Politics
of Germany, Mediterranean Politics,
Comparative Politics of East-Central
Europe, Chinese Politics Today.

Level 3 – You have a free choice of
course units from a wide range of
options in Politics in your final year.

For further information on this degree,
please contact:

The Admissions Secretary
School of Law
The University of Manchester
Manchester
M13 9PL 

Tel 44 (0) 161 306 1271 
Fax +44 (0) 161 275 4724
Email ug-law@manchester.ac.uk
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Combined Studies
A further way of studying politics as an
undergraduate at The University of
Manchester is by opting to take Honours
in Combined Studies. A wide range of
combinations of subjects is available under
a flexible scheme, allowing you to link
politics with one or two of the 35
participating subjects. 

Students wanting to study politics through
Combined Studies would select Social
Sciences as one of two areas of study.
Each year, between 40 and 80 course
credits (out of 120) are selected from the
offerings within this grouping – no more
than 60 of these in politics; the remaining
credits are chosen from one of ten other
areas of study: Historical Studies;
Philosophy; Languages; Literary Studies
and Drama; Linguistics and English
Language; Classical Civilisation and Art
History; Religious Studies and
Comparative Religion; Studies in the Built
and Natural Environment; Film Studies;
and Jewish Studies. 

Students wanting to pursue the study of
politics may select any or all of the
following at level one: Introduction to
Comparative Politics; Introduction to
International Politics; and Introduction to
Political Thought. At level two, there are
a number of politics options from which
to choose. At level three, there are more
than 20 politics course units available. 

In their second year, suitably qualified
students may also choose to write an
extended essay and in their final year a
dissertation. 

For further information on this degree,
contact: 

The Admissions Secretary
Combined Studies
The University of Manchester
Manchester
M13 9PL

tel +44 (0)161 275 3001 
or +44 (0)161 275 7394
email ug.combined@manchester.ac.uk

BA(Hons) European
Studies and Modern
Languages
This interdisciplinary degree course brings
together the European strengths of both
the humanities and social sciences in the
University. It is designed to equip you
with analytic skills and a sound
knowledge of contemporary European
developments, together with written and
oral competence in a modern language.
The degree extends over four years, with
the third year normally spent in the
country of your main language: France,
Germany, Italy, Russia, or Spain. 

For all three years of the taught degree,
all ESML students follow core course
units in politics. In the first year, you take
two introductory politics course units:
Democracy in Europe and either
Comparative Politics or International
Relations. In the second year, you have to
take two ten-credit National Politics of
Europe course units from a choice of five
and select an option from among the
politics range of second-year offerings. 

In your final year, you take either a
course unit on the contrasting and
competing models of capitalism that
have developed within Western Europe,
or a course on the European Union.

In addition to the politics core, you
follow course units in one other social
science discipline, selected from a range
of provision in economics, economic
history, or social and political history. 
The other half of the degree consists of
language studies. Here you choose either

French, German, Italian, Russian, or
Spanish as your main language and
follow course units which, through the
medium of that language, focus on the
society and culture of the country
concerned. In addition, a second modern
European language is also studied in the
first two years.

In your third year abroad, which is
intended to develop and enhance your
language skills, you may follow courses
at a university in the country of your
main language, work as a language
assistant in a school, or undertake other
approved employment. The degree
course has developed links, and in some
cases Socrates scheme exchanges, with a
number of universities and institutes. In
the case of our Socrates exchange with
the Université de Bourgogne (at Dijon),
we offer you the possibility of graduating
with a double degree.

The final year of your degree course
allows for a wide choice of both social
science and language-based courses,
while also enabling you to develop your
capacity to work independently through
the preparation of a dissertation on a
topic of your own choice, and on either
the language or non-language side of
your degree. Demonstrating our
students’ high regard for the teaching of
politics at Manchester, for the past few
years about 80% of ESML students have
chosen to write a politics dissertation. 

Core politics course units:

Level 1 – Democracy in Europe, either
Introduction to Comparative Politics, or
Introduction to International Politics. 

Level 2 – 20 credits of European Politics
from the following: Comparative
European Politics, France under the Fifth
Republic, National Politics of Germany,
Mediterranean Politics, Comparative
Politics of East-Central Europe.

Level 3 – Either States, Markets and the
European Political Economy, or Politics of
the European Union.

For further information on this degree,
contact:

The Admissions Secretary 
(European Studies and Modern Languages)
School of Languages, Linguistics 
and Cultures
The University of Manchester
Manchester
M13 9PL 

tel +44 (0)161 275 3211 
or +44 (0)161 275 3265
email ug.languages@manchester.ac.uk
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Opportunities to study abroad
With the exception of European Studies
and Modern Languages students, who
spend their entire third year abroad,
students studying politics at Manchester
have two opportunities to study abroad
for a semester. 

You can apply to study for a semester at
a university in a country in the European
Union with which Manchester has an
established link under the auspices of the
SOCRATES programme. Alternatively, you
can apply to study for a semester at a
university in the United States, Canada,
or Australia with which Manchester has
an exchange programme. In both cases,
the work completed during the semester
abroad counts towards your degree here
at Manchester.

No tuition fees are payable at the host
institution. In the case of a SOCRATES
exchange, a grant may be given towards
the additional costs of studying abroad. 

SOCRATES – study abroad in
Europe
SOCRATES is the European Union Action
Scheme for the Mobility of University
Students. This programme offers you an
opportunity to spend one semester of
your second year in another university
within the EC with which the School has
forged a link. 

Study elsewhere in Europe represents an
excellent opportunity to broaden your
horizons. As well as offering you a
chance to develop personally and
academically, time spent abroad will
improve your linguistic ability and provide
you with insights into a different way of
life and culture. With the move towards
closer political and economic ties among
the EU countries, it could also improve
your employment prospects.

In order to attend a European university
where students are not taught in English,
you must have the relevant language at
A-level, or its equivalent. Of course, some
European universities do teach in English.

Other semester exchanges
Studying for a semester in either the
United States, Canada, or Australia does
not require special language competence
on your part. In recent years, Politics
students have studied at Wellsley College,
the University of Tennessee, the University
of Toronto, Melbourne University and the
University of Massachusetts. 

Politics course units at Manchester 
In your first year, politics course units are
typically year-long. There is a mixture of
year-long and semester-long course units
in the second year and, except for the
dissertation, all third-year course units are
semester-long. The large majority of
politics course units are worth 20 credits;
however, some are worth ten and the
double-weighted dissertation is worth 
40 credits. 

Breadth of politics course units
We offer a broad range of course units
spanning a number of sub-disciplines in
political science: political theory (or
political philosophy); comparative politics;
European politics, including individual
countries, as well as the European Union;
US and UK politics; policy-making;
political development covering Latin
America, Africa, and the Middle East;
and international relations and
international politics. First-year politics
course units cover three of those sub-
disciplines: political theory, comparative
politics and international relations.
Second and third-year politics course
units cover all the sub-disciplines
mentioned above. Given the breadth of
politics course units, you are able to
choose subjects that interest you.

The following brief summaries are
intended to give you guidance on the
potential range of course units that we
offer. In any individual year, the
availability of particular options depends
on the availability of the members of
staff responsible for them. Of course,
when new staff are appointed, they
often offer new course units that reflect
their research interests.
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Examples of politics course units 

Level 1

An Introduction to Comparative Politics

Introduces you to the study of politics
and government by exploring key
concepts such as “power”, “authority”,
“democracy”, and “the state”; by
examining leading interpretative models
of political science; by comparing the
politics of two liberal or capitalist
democracies – the United Kingdom and
the United States; and by studying
democratisation both in post-communist
Russia. 

The course compares the politics of the
UK and US, which represent two clear
examples of relatively stable pluralist
political systems within the context of a
capitalist economy. In contrast,
Gorbachev’s Soviet Union and post-
communist Russia provide a case study 
of the transition to both a capitalist
economy and a more democratic political
system. Of course, both the UK and US
also experienced fitful processes of
democratisation. 

The course unit enables you to
understand the features of different
political systems, but it also encourages
you to ask: who governs, how do they
govern, and what does government do?

Introduction to Political Thought

Introduces you to the major traditions of
modern political thought, from
Machiavelli to Marx and John Stuart Mill. 

It combines the study of selected classical
texts with a focus on general questions
that are of continuing relevance to
present debates about politics: how can
we reconcile the conflicting claims of
power and morality? What is the role of
politics in situations of civil strife and civil
war? Is private property legitimate, or
does it entail economic exploitation and
class divisions? On what grounds can
individuals claim liberty against the state?
What kind of equality underlines modern
notions of citizenship, and why are some
groups, like women, excluded from full
membership of the political community? 

Introduction to International Relations

Provides an introduction to international
politics in the context of the ending of
the Cold War and the intensification of
economic exchange between market
economies on a global scale
(‘globalisation’). It introduces you to
leading approaches to international
relations, providing a coherent framework
within which to examine the main issues
in contemporary world politics.

Level 2

Comparative European Politics 
(ten credits)

Aims to extend your study of comparative
politics, building upon the introductory
approach adopted at level one, but
extending the range of European
countries studied beyond the UK by
looking comparatively at France, Germany
and Italy. You are introduced to some key
political science theories and models.

France under the Fifth Republic 
(ten credits)

Examines the new regime established in
1958-62, the main developments that
have taken place since then in France’s
institutions of government and party-
system, and attempts to reform what has
traditionally been a centralised and
interventionist state administration. 

Comparative typologies and models are
drawn on to identify and analyse the
most distinctive of the French experience
in this period (presidential primacy;
cohabitation; the ‘presidentialism’ of
France’s parties and party-system).

The National Politics Of Germany 
(ten credits)

Begins by examining the stages of
establishing stable democracy in
Germany; it looks at the Weimar
Republic, the establishment of democracy
after 1945 and the democratic revolution
in East Germany in 1989. The unit then
examines institutional and behavioural
aspects of contemporary German
democracy (the parliament, chancellor
democracy, the federal system, the party
system, electoral system, electoral
behaviour). It concludes by examining
some contemporary issues in German
politics.

Mediterranean Politics (ten credits)

Designed to give you a realistic
perspective on past and present
democracy in southern Europe, using the
case studies of Italy and Spain. The
course unit begins with a look at what
democratic transitions entail, both in
theory and practice. You examine the
democratic transitions, political systems,
constitutional rule of law and a wide
variety of political parties in Italy and
Spain. 

The course also covers the historical
origins of Italian and Spanish democracy
and party systems, as well as the issues
of regionalism/nationalism and the
Europeanisation of Southern European
politics. 

Comparative Politics of East-Central
Europe (ten credits)

Begins by looking at comparative models
of the transition to democracy and
showing how they can be applied to East-
Central Europe. It then proceeds to
examine the communist system in Eastern
Europe and attempt to account for the
variety and timing of the revolutions of
1989. 

Moving on to the post-communist period,
the course unit analyses the collapse of
the umbrella movements, the rise of new
parties, and the emergence of new social
cleavages and party systems in these
countries. The unit concludes with
lectures on the role of nationalism and on
the emergence of new constitutional
structures in Poland, Hungary, the Czech
Republic and Slovakia.

Freedom and Equality: Contemporary
Debates (20 credits)

Introduces you to key issues and schools
of thought within contemporary political
theory. It shows how the perspectives
and concerns of contemporary political
philosophy have been shaped by a
concern about the issues of “equality”
and “liberty” and how such values ought
to be understood in the context of
efforts to create a just social world.
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British Politics and Society Since 1940:
From Blitz To Brown (20 credits)

Analyses the development of post-war
British politics, especially such themes as
the nature and durability of the
consensus over social and economic
policy that may have existed. The
fortunes and ideologies of the chief
political parties is explored, as are
questions such as racism and
immigration, the role of trade unions, the
national question in Scotland and Wales,
and Britain's wider role in the world.

Contemporary Perspectives in World
Politics (20 credits)

Introduces you to the main theoretical
traditions in the field of international
politics and examines their implications
for the practice of international politics in
the contemporary era, with particular
attention focused on the current debate
between ‘neorealist’ and ‘neoliberalist’
perspectives. This is followed by a survey
of a range of recent critical theories that
challenge orthodox understandings of
international politics and the means by
which we can understand this. Finally,
recent explorations of the future of
community and democracy in a dynamic
global environment will be examined.

The Politics of Globalisation (20 credits)

Provides an introduction to the politics of
globalisation in the context of
contemporary theories of international
relations and international political
economy. It examines the regional and
inter-regional politics of Europe, the Asia-
Pacific and Latin America, including the
role of the United States within the
global economy. 

By the end of the course, you will be able
to describe the impact of globalisation on
these three regions, as well as on the
United States, and explain the variations
among them. You will also be able to
identify and summarise the principal
arguments put forward by theorists of
dependency, interdependence and
globalisation, and apply these ideas to a
range of specific issue areas.

The Politics of Policy-Making (20
credits)

Aims to provide you with conceptual and
empirical insights into the creation and
implementation of public policies. On
completion, you should possess a basic
understanding of alternative models of
policy-making and implementation and
be able to apply this understanding to
particular case studies. Case studies of
contemporary policy-making will be
examined and will include examples from
the NHS, social services and criminal
justice and other areas, subject to current
political agendas.

The Politics of Development 
(20 credits)

Introduces you to the study of politics in
the contemporary developing world. The
course will survey current debates on key
issues, such as (but not exclusively) the
persistence of inequality in the global
system and the international dimensions
of underdevelopment and poverty. You
will be introduced to the major theoretical
approaches to understanding
“development” in the contemporary
world – both “orthodox” and critical.
Additional topics covered in the course
include humanitarian intervention, gender,

and the role of international organisations
in promoting development. More general
arguments will be illustrated with specific
reference to case studies drawn from
regions of ‘the South'.

Arguing About Politics (20 credits)

Introduces you to a selection of recent
work in political theory, with particular
focus on how these theoretical debates
apply to current political controversies.
Theoretical arguments about (among
other topics) the interface between
morality and politics, the nature of
toleration, freedom of expression, group
rights and global justice will be applied to
practical political problems. For example,
was the French state justified in restricting
the wearing of Muslim headscarves in
French schools? Do wealthy western
countries owe aid to the global poor as a
matter of justice, or charity? What, if
anything, can justify the restrictions on
free speech in a liberal democracy? These
are some of the political controversies
that will be discussed.

Political Movements for Social
Change (20 credits)

Introduces you to the study of social
movements. You will learn about the
origins of social movements, their forms
of organisation, and impact upon politics.
Social movements are broad movements
originating in civil society and seeking
political change – eg workers, women,
environmentalists, poor people,
indigenous people, gays and lesbians,
children, people with disabilities, and
broader movements such as anti-
globalisation, countryside protection, and
heritage protection. 

Level 3

Contemporary Political Analysis 
(20 credits)

Covers approaches to, and problems of,
political analysis and explanation. Main
topics include: rational choice analysis;
comparative analysis; the analysis of
power relations; models of science and
explanation; concepts and values.

Political Morality and ‘Dirty Hands’
(20 credits)

Examines the tensions that exist between
strong and effective political action and
the constraints of morality. This involves
the issues of ‘dirty hands’ and the
question of whether it is possible and
desirable to develop a distinct political
ethic, one which gives special moral
licence to those in politics to act outside
the constraints of a personal morality.

Gender, Sexuality and Politics

Looks at the contribution that feminism
has made to our understanding of
modern society and politics. The first part
examines key concepts of feminist
analysis (gender; patriarchy; the
public/private division). The second part
considers the debates about political
issues like race and ethnicity, homosexuality,
pornography and reproduction.

Political Ideologies in Modern Britain
(20 credits)

Explores the variety of socialist traditions
in Britain since 1890 under five broad
headings: Fabianism, Labourism,
Communism, New Left and New Labour.
While centrally concerned with key texts
and thinkers, the course situates these in
their broader social and political context.
In each case, a set of broad themes are
identified to allow a comparative
evaluation, including: attitudes to the
nation and the state; gender; and
conceptions of historical agency, which
are seen as represented variously by
technocrat, labour organiser, militant and
radical intellectual.

Elections and Voters (20 credits)

Examines the democratic electoral process
as a whole, and addresses the central
question of why electors behave the way
they do. This involves two main problem
areas: models of explanation and the
electoral environment. The former entails
an examination of alternative models of
voting behaviour; the latter is concerned
with the impact of contextual factors,
such as patterns of social cleavage, the
existing democratic culture, and the party
and electoral systems.

Politics of the European Union 
(20 credits)

A political analysis of the origins,
development, institutions and policies of
the European Union. The course unit
aims to give an appreciation of the
politics of European integration: a
process that has had an increasing
impact upon British politics from the 
mid-1980s, and especially with the
implementation of the Maastricht Treaty.

States, Markets and the European
Political Economy (20 credits)

Examines the contrasting and competing
models of capitalism that have developed
within the member-states of the
European Union, and explores
developments at both the regional 
(EU) and the global levels that are now
re-shaping these.

The French Left and the Fifth
Republic Since 1968 (20 credits)

What the Left now stands for in France,
how it is organised, and the patterns of
electoral support which it is able to
mobilise have all undergone far-reaching
changes since the events of May-June
1968. This course unit investigates these
changes, setting them within a
comparative European context, and
examines the factors contributing to 
the persistence and renewal of doctrinal
and organisational divisions within the
French Left.
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Russian Politics (20 credits)

Examines the emergence of the new
Russian politics, following the collapse of
the Soviet state. It appraises the
breakdown of the old system under
Gorbachev, and considers the creation of
new political institutions, most notably:
the new parliament and presidency; the
role of national elections; the formation
of political parties; regional and ethnic
politics; and the politics of the new
market economy.

Latin America (20 credits)

An introduction to politics and society in
contemporary Latin America, focusing on
social and political change since 1945,
women’s participation, and the prospects
for democracy in the region.

The Politics of African Development
(20 credits)

An examination of post-colonial states 
in Africa, their principal structures of
power and control, their social
underpinnings, and the policy dilemmas
they have faced, both domestically and in
their external relations.

International Organisation and
Global Governance (20 credits)

Examines the function of several key
international organisations operating at the
global level. It focuses on the emergence of
international organisation under the
League of Nations; the establishment,
development and reform of the United
Nations; the impact of the Bretton Woods
system and the role of GATT and the
World Trade Organisation; and the
challenges facing these organisations at the
end of the 20th century.

Security Studies (20 credits)

Examines basic security concepts to
provide a solid grounding in such
traditional security issues as the causes of
war, deterrence and the development of
security communities. It then introduces
more contemporary security debates on
the significance of gender, environmental
concerns, and Third World security, and
assesses the value of normative and
critical approaches.

Ethical Issues in World Politics 
(20 credits)

Involves the study of the moral aspects of
principal issues in contemporary world
politics, such as gender, human rights,
global distributive justice, international
aid and famine, the environment,
population control, and international
migration and refugees.

News Media and International Crisis
(20 credits)

Aims to examine the processes of
interaction between news media and
foreign policy making during periods of
international crisis. The course reviews
relevant theories of international relations
that both describe, and prescribe, the role
of the news media in world politics and
presents you with the various perspectives
on the impact and role of the news
media during international crisis. 

International Political Economy 
(20 credits)

Aims to introduce you to the academic
study of international political economy
(IPE). Principal aims include canvassing
leading theoretical approaches to IPE,
examining the historical development of
the global political economy, outlining
the main structural features of the global
political economy and exploring selected
current developments.

War and the Politics of Ethics 
(20 credits)

Aims to enable you to think critically
about the problem of ethics and its
political implications in the context of
war. It raises the question of what
“ethics” might mean in the context of
war by bringing together theoretical
arguments and case studies. This involves
examining traditional notions of ethics
such as in just war thinking, more recent
critiques of the notion of ethics and
versions of ethics that are evident in
soldiers' views of their role as warriors. 

Terrorism and Political Violence in
Europe (20 credits)

Attempts to investigate the forms of
violence known as “terrorism” and the
means and strategies developed by
European States in order to counter it. It
will provide elements of understanding
and analysis of terrorist and antiterrorist
practices in Europe, including the use of
violence and the question of
radicalisation. 

Final-year dissertation

Reflecting the diversity of the different
degree courses in which politics
constitutes an important component,
two different final-year dissertations are
offered: a 20-credit dissertation and the
double-weighted 40-credit dissertation.
Both of these require you to develop a
topic of your own choosing, to frame a
question, and to decide upon relevant
sources. The dissertation is normally
linked to one of your final-year course
units, or to a course unit taken in a
previous year. The dissertation requires,
rewards and develops intellectual
independence. You are given help to
arrange an appropriate supervisor. 

Global Justice (20 credits)

How should resources, opportunities and
power be distributed on the global scale?
What do citizens of affluent countries
owe to poor foreigners? Can co-nationals
or co-citizens help each other before they
help those living abroad? Can states or
nations be held responsible for whether
they are wealthy or poor? How, if at all,
can restrictions on immigration be
justified? Should global governance
sturctures such as the IMF or the WTO be
democratic? Would it be desirable to
have a world government? These are the
types of questions that current debates
about global justice grapple with and the
type of questions that will be addressed
throughout this course. 

US Power in the Contemporary World
Order (20 credits)

An introduction to the nature, evolution
and dimensions of US hegemony in
contemporary world politics, as well as
the academic debates surrounding it. The
course covers initially the key theories of
hegemony, the emergence of Pax
Americana, the debate surrounding its
supposed subsequent decline and the
contemporary debate about the
relationship between US hegemony and
Empire. The second part of the course
goes on to look in detail at various
dimensions of contemporary US
hegemony – ideas and ideology, security,
trade, finance and production.
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accommodation
As long as you apply by the deadline, first-year students are guaranteed
university accommodation in one of our halls of residence. For international
students, this promise is extended to the full duration of your studies.
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As long as you apply by the deadline, all
first-year students are guaranteed
university accommodation in one of our
halls of residence. For international
students paying international fees, this
promise is extended to the full duration of
your studies – again, provided applications
are made by the appropriate deadline.

The University offers a diverse range of
residential accommodation, from modern
self-catering flats to traditional collegiate-
style halls of residence. You’ll find more
spaces in university-managed
accommodation here than at practically
any other UK university.

Your hall is the place where you’ll meet
new friends and spend a lot of your free
time. These self-contained communities
have their own bars, common rooms,
leisure facilities and an entertaining
programme of social activities.

Most of our accommodation is either 
on campus, in the neighbouring suburb 
of Victoria Park, or a mile or so away in
Fallowfield. These areas are bustling 
with bars and shops catering for the
student community. 

While each hall is unique, all have single
study-bedrooms and – with the exception
of some family accommodation – each has
network points for email and internet use.
If you opt for one of the self-catering halls,

you will have your own room, but you will
probably share a bathroom, living room
and/or kitchen with the other students in
the flat, although rooms with en-suite
bathrooms are also available. Catered halls
include meals, making budgeting easier,
and they typically also provide small
kitchens for the preparation of drinks and
snacks. A high level of security is provided:
most halls have swipe card access systems,
and there are extensive CCTV networks
and 24-hour security.

Some halls have specially adapted flats or
rooms for students with a disability and
catered halls are able to assist if you have
special dietary requirements. If you do
have any special needs, just get in touch
with the Accommodation Office as soon
as possible.

When you apply for accommodation, you
are asked to select three hall preferences.
Around 82% of applicants are placed in
one of their options. If you are undecided
about which halls to choose, come and
see for yourself. Applicants are welcome
to make appointments to visit any of the
residences, although the best opportunity
to see what is available is the
Accommodation Office’s Open House,
held annually in March, when all
undergraduate halls are open for full
viewing. Details can be found on the
Accommodation Office website (below). 

Costs vary, depending on facilities; 2008
prices ranged from around £71 per week
for a self-catering room with shared
facilities, to £91 per week for a room with
en-suite facilities. You can expect to pay
from £97 per week for a room in a hall 
of residence with meals provided. All 
fees include the cost of utilities, 
insurance of personal possessions 
and internet connection.

A brochure providing information on 
all the residences is available from the
Accommodation Office, University Place,
The University of Manchester, Oxford Road,
Manchester, M13 9PL.

tel +44 (0)161 275 2888
fax +44 (0)161 275 3213
email accommodation@manchester.ac.uk

You can find detailed information on halls at
www.manchester.ac.uk/accommodation

As well as the University’s halls of
residence, Manchester has a sizeable 
stock of private accommodation for rent.
For information, contact Manchester
Student Homes:

tel +44 (0)161 275 7680
fax +44 (0)161 275 7684
email manchesterstudenthomes

@manchester.ac.uk
www.manchesterstudenthomes.com



m
an

ch
es

te
r

w
w
w
.m

an
ch
es
te
r.a

c.
uk

27

Manchester is a city of contrasts. A big
city with a compact and friendly city
centre. A trendsetting music and style
capital that still has a place for traditional
street markets and local pubs. A bustling
metropolis, whose famous Victorian
architecture sits comfortably alongside
stunning new developments. 

Manchester is the shopping capital of the
North West. There’s an enviable range of
flagship high street chains and designer
stores. Highlights include Selfridges and
Harvey Nichols in the heart of the city,
but there are plenty of independent
shops with a more alternative feel in the
Northern Quarter.

As a student here, you’ll be spoilt for
choice for food, with a range of
restaurants to rival any international city.
Manchester has the largest Chinese
community outside of London, with a
huge range of restaurants. Other Far
Eastern communities are also well
represented, from Thai to Vietnamese,
Malaysian to Indonesian. A famous
Manchester experience is the neon-lit
curry mile in Rusholme. The range is
enormous – unsurprising for Europe’s
highest concentration of Asian eateries.

Manchester has launched some of the
great names in music history – and this
legacy lives on today in the city’s vibrant

music scene. For big name live music,
there’s the award-winning Academy at
our own Students’ Union, the Apollo and
the MEN Arena. For smaller bands and
unsigned talent, you’ll find a host of
small venues. There are also excellent folk
and northern soul and jazz scenes. 

If classical’s more your thing, the Hallé
and BBC Philharmonic Orchestras play at
the Bridgewater Hall, and closer to home
are the performances of University and
Royal Northern College of Music students. 

Manchester’s landmark galleries and
museums – like Daniel Libeskind’s
Imperial War Museum North, the
Museum of Science and Industry, the
Manchester Art Gallery, plus the
University’s own Whitworth Art Gallery,
John Rylands Library and Manchester
Museum – all give you plenty of
opportunities to see fantastic permanent
and touring exhibitions.

Those of a more theatrical persuasion can
make a night of it at one of the many
theatre and concert venues Manchester
has to offer. The Lowry arts centre, which
includes two theatres as well as galleries
and restaurants, presents contemporary
productions, including Opera North. Back
in town, the Royal Exchange’s in-the-
round productions include everything
from Shakespeare to Noel Coward. 

Fans of musicals and West End hits head
to the Palace Theatre and the Opera
House, which host productions such as
Phantom of the Opera and Chitty Chitty
Bang Bang.

Manchester is top of the international
sporting league. Our footballing pedigree
speaks for itself, as the home to rivals
Manchester City and – probably the city’s
most famous export – Manchester
United. If you’re not a football fan,
there’s lots more on offer: national and
international cricket at Lancashire’s Old
Trafford Ground, rugby union at Sale
Sharks and super league rugby at nearby
Warrington and Wigan. 

The legacy of world-class sporting facilities
left by the 2002 Commonwealth Games –
including the Manchester Aquatics Centre
on the University campus, and the
National Cycling Centre – has been built
upon ever since. The most recent and
striking addition is the UK’s longest and
widest indoor ski slope.

Finally, if you get tired of all this city
living, a short trip will take you to two
beautiful national parks – the Lake
District to the north and the Peak District
to the east. The historic towns of Chester
and York are also in easy reach, as are
the varied delights of the north-west
coast. What more could you want?

One of the great benefits of being a student at Manchester is 
that all the joys of Britain’s number one student city 
are right on your doorstep.

manchester
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find out more
Admissions and how to apply
The University welcomes applications from
people from all backgrounds, and is fully
committed to equality of opportunity. Find
out more at www.manchester.ac.uk, or
from the University’s Admissions Office:
tel +44 (0)161 275 2077.

All applications for full-time
undergraduate courses in higher
education are coordinated by the
Universities and Colleges Admissions
Service (UCAS). You must apply online at
www.ucas.com. If you are unable to
access the internet, you are advised to
contact the UCAS Customer Service Unit
on +44 (0)871 468 0468.

Tuition fees and student loans 
In 2009/10, all new full-time home/EU
undergraduate entrants will be charged
£3,225 per year tuition fees for all courses
of study. This is likely to increase with
inflation for 2010/11. You can defer
payment of your tuition fees by taking out
a student fee loan. Repayments begin the
April after you leave higher education and
earn more than £15,000 per year. Full
details of tuition fees for home/EU and
international students can be found on
our website www.manchester.ac.uk/
undergraduate/fees

Scholarships and bursaries
In addition to any financial support that
you receive from the Government, the
University offers a generous range of
bursaries and scholarships to help prevent
financial hardship and reward excellence.
You could receive up to £3,000 per annum
to help you to pay your course fees and to
support your living expenses. More
information, including eligibility and how
to apply, can be found at:
www.manchester.ac.uk/
undergraduate/funding

International students
The University of Manchester is a
multicultural environment and home 
to more than 8,000 international
students from 150 countries.

A range of services is available for
international students, to help you 
both before and during your studies 
in Manchester. This includes an airport
collection service, orientation courses 
and specialist student advisers. 

Visit the International Office website 
for more information including material
specific to your country, such as entrance
requirements and useful contacts.
www.manchester.ac.uk/international

Disability support/applicants
with additional support needs
We welcome applications from people
with additional support needs and all
such applications are considered on
exactly the same academic grounds as
other applications. If you have additional
needs arising from a medical condition, 
a physical or sensory disability, or a
specific learning disability, you are
strongly encouraged to contact the
University’s DSO to discuss your needs,
any arrangements that may be necessary
and the extent to which appropriate
support is available.

tel +44 (0)161 275 7512/8518
fax +44 (0)161 275 7018
minicom +44 (0)161 275 2794
email dso@manchester.ac.uk
www.manchester.ac.uk/dso

Information is also available from the
Students’ Union Welfare Officer:

tel +44 (0)161 275 2945
www.umsu.manchester.ac.uk

Careers Service

Manchester’s Careers Service has topped
employer and student satisfaction polls for
many years. We help students find part-
time, volunteering and work experience
opportunities, as well as jobs after graduation.

We email thousands of vacancies to
students throughout the year. As one of
the most targeted universities by recruiters,
Manchester offers you many opportunities
to meet employers, including: nine major
careers fairs a year; presentations on
campus; accredited careers units; and
mentoring programmes that match
students to employers. We also run the
prestigious Manchester Leadership
Programme, which combines academic
study on leadership with volunteering.

Many of these services and more can be
accessed via our comprehensive website,
or at our Careers Resource Centre, staffed
by teams of professional careers
consultants and information staff.

email careers@manchester.ac.uk
www.manchester.ac.uk/careers
www.manchester.ac.uk/mlp

Library and information services

The John Rylands University Library (JRUL) is
one of the best-resourced academic libraries
in the UK and is widely recognised as one of
the world’s great research libraries.
www.manchester.ac.uk/library

IT services
We have one of the largest academic IT
services in Europe – supporting world-
class teaching and research.
www.manchester.ac.uk/itservices

Sport
We have an active Athletic Union comprising
over 40 sports clubs; a vibrant ‘Campus Sport’
programme, allowing you to play in friendly,
recreational leagues; a huge variety of health
and fitness classes; plus sport volunteering
and scholarship opportunities.
www.manchester.ac.uk/sport

Students’ Union
The University of Manchester Students’
Union (UMSU) is the largest Students’
Union in Europe, offering everything from
live bands to welfare advice, cheap
stationery to student representation.
UMSU has some of the largest and most
active student societies in the country, as
well as support and welfare services.
www.umsu.manchester.ac.uk

Student support 
Whatever the issue – financial, personal,
academic or administrative – we have
experienced and sympathetic people,
support groups and advice centres to help you.
www.manchester.ac.uk/student
supportandservices

Student Services Centre (SSC)
The SSC provides a single point of access
where you can complete all your
administrative transactions with the
University. A team of specialist advisers is
available to provide advice and information.

tel +44(0)161 275 5000
email ssc@manchester.ac.uk
www.manchester.ac.uk/ssc

Religious support
There are two chaplaincy centres for the
major Christian churches. St Peter’s House
provides chaplains for the Anglican, Baptist,
Methodist and United Reformed Churches,
while the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy is at
Avila House. Hillel House provides facilities
for Jewish worship. There are prayer
facilities on campus for Muslim students
and student societies for many religions.

Childcare
There are two centres for children
between six months and five years of age. 

tel +44 (0)161 272 7121 
(Dryden Street Nursery)

tel +44 (0)161 200 4979
(Echoes Nursery)

www.manchester.ac.uk/
studentnet/studentlife/childcare
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1 Sackville Street Building
2 Lambert Hall
3 Fairfield Hall
5 Chandos Hall
6 Echoes Day Nursery
7 Paper Science Building
8 Renold Building
9 Barnes Wallis Building / Students'

Union /
Wright Robinson Hall

10 Vision Centre / Moffat Building
11 The Manchester Conference Centre 

and Weston Hall
12 Pariser Building
13 Staff House Sackville Street
14 The Mill
15 Morton Laboratory
16 Manchester Interdisciplinary

Biocentre - 
John Garside Building

17 George Begg Building
18 Faraday Tower
19 Faraday Building
20 Ferranti Building
21 Maths and Social Sciences Building
22 Sugden Sports Centre
23 Oddfellows Hall
24 Grosvenor Halls of Residences
25 Materials Science Centre
26 Manchester Business School East
27 Bowden Court
28 Ronson Hall
29 Manchester Business School West

30 Precinct Shopping Centre
Harold Hankins Building
Devonshire House

31 Crawford House
32 St Peters House / Chaplaincy
33 Crawford House Lecture Theatres
34 Prospect House
35 Humanities Bridgeford Street
36 Arthur Lewis Building
37 University Place
38 Waterloo Place
39 Kilburn Building
40 Information Technology Building
41 Dental School and Hospital
42 Martin Harris Centre for Music 

and Drama
43 Coupland Building 1
44 The Manchester Museum
45 Rutherford Building
46 Alan Turing Building
47 Coupland Building 3
48 John Owens Building
49 Beyer Building
50 Whitworth Hall
51 Whitworth Building
52 Williamson Building
53 Roscoe Building
54 Schuster Building
55 The John Rylands Library
56 Schunck Building, Burlington Rooms
57 Student Services Centre
58 Christie Building
59 Simon Building

60 Zochonis Building
61 Chemistry Building
62 Dryden Street Nursery
65 Mansfield Cooper Building
66 Stephen Joseph Studio
67 Samuel Alexander Building
68 Students' Union Oxford Road 

(also at number 9)
69 William Kay House
70 Dover Street Building
71 Michael Smith Building
72 Vaughan House
73 Avila House RC Chaplaincy
74 Holy Name Church
75 AV Hill Building
76 AQA
77 Ellen Wilkinson Building
78 The Academy
79 Stopford Building
80 Horniman House
81 The Manchester Incubator Building
82 Whitworth Park Halls of Residence
83 Grove House
84 The Whitworth Art Gallery
85 Opal Hall
86 Core Technology Facility
87 Denmark Building
88 Newman Building
89 Lamb Building
91 McDougall Centre
92 Jean McFarlane Building
93 George Kenyon Building
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Disclaimer

This brochure is prepared well in advance of the
academic year to which it relates. Consequently,
details of courses may vary with staff changes.
The University therefore reserves the right to
make such alterations to courses as are found to
be necessary. If the University makes an offer of
a place, it is essential that you are aware of the
current terms on which the offer is based. If you
are in any doubt, please feel free to ask for
confirmation of the precise position for the year
in question, before you accept the offer.

contact
details
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address
For further information about the
programmes, or about qualifications,
please contact:

Politics
Undergraduate Admissions Office
School of Social Sciences
The University of Manchester
Oxford Road
Manchester
M13 9PL

tel +44 (0)161 275 1473/4470/2291/4748
fax +44 (0)161 275 4751
email baecon@manchester.ac.uk

For the most up-to-date course
information please visit our website
www.manchester.ac.uk/socialsciences

From Piccadilly Railway Station

From Piccadilly Railway Station catch
service 147, or walk to Piccadilly Bus
Station and catch one of the following
services: 14, 16, 41, 42, 43, 43a, 44,
45a, 48, 111, 140, 142, 157, 250.

From Victoria Railway Station

Either take the Metrolink tram, or
walk to Piccadilly Gardens Bus Station
(not the Railway Station) and follow
the directions above.

Parking

Please note that parking near the
School is available in several car parks
on campus and in a new multi-storey
car park.
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